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Comment Response
Number
5-A Based on the analysis of forecasted traffic for years 2000, 2015 and 2020, the

addition of the HOV 2+ lane would provide HOV traffic a reduced travel time
between Route 12 and Wilfred Avenue.  This is because traffic would be able to
bypass mixed-flow traffic queues.  Please note that these operational studies are
based on a “Stand Alone” freeway widening of Route 101 between Wilfred
Avenue and Route 12.  Funding has been secured for similar highway
improvements from Route 12 north to Steele Lane.  In the future, travel times
are anticipated to improve.

5-B If noise abatement on a project is necessary, soundwalls are Caltrans’ remedy
per the rules and regulations prescribed by the State of California and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The Noise Impact Report prepared by
Caltrans has identified areas within the project limits along Route 101 which
require noise abatement.  During the design phase however, if the majority of
the impacted property owners elect not to have this soundwall constructed, it
can be eliminated from the project.  Impacts to affected residents are considered
prior to the implementation of soundwalls.

5-C Vines are proposed on the soundwalls to help deter graffiti.  Also, for problem
areas, a clear anti-graffiti coating can be applied to the wall surface.  Space
permitting, new trees will be planted in front of the walls as well. During the final
design phase, Caltrans will present the proposed soundwalls to affected property
owners for review and comment.  The aesthetics of the soundwalls will be
determined at that time.

5-D Where we are able, replacement planting of redwood trees will be placed in
landscapable areas, between the soundwalls and the traveled way.  Trees will be
replaced at a 3:1 ratio.  See Aesthetics (Section 5.I) for specific replacement
descriptions

5-E Oak trees will be placed in a separate mitigation area north of the project.  As
stated above, redwood trees will be planted in the affected corridor.  Please note
that the original redwood trees were planted in the corridor by Caltrans as
landscape trees during the 1950’s


